
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Newsletter 
December, 2024 

 

 
Dear friends and supporters, 
 

As we approach the end of 2024, we are happy to share a very special edition of our PANKO newsletter with 
you! This issue highlights the reflections and experiences of two wonderful volunteers, Charlotte Laufer and 
Greta Sinzinger, who joined us all the way from Germany.  
 

In November, we had the honor of welcoming four visitors 
from Germany: Christiane Wimmer, our founder and 
chairwoman; Peter Homuth, a dedicated supporter of 
PANKO; and Greta and Charlotte, who came to volunteer. 
Christiane and Peter spent a meaningful week with us, 
connecting with our work and exploring the vibrant culture 
of Ghana. Meanwhile, Greta and Charlotte stayed for five 
weeks, immersing themselves in our daily activities, 
building bonds with our beneficiary children, and making a 
lasting impact on everyone at PANKO. 
 

Christiane and Peter’s visit, together with the contributions 
of the volunteers has been a source of inspiration and 
growth for us all. Greta and Charlotte have willingly agreed 
to share their reflections, stories, and insights in this 
newsletter, offering you a unique perspective on life at PANKO through their eyes. 
 

So, settle in and enjoy this warm edition, filled with memorable stories and experiences from our German 
visitors. We hope their words inspire you as much as their presence inspired us.  
 

Warm regards, 
 
 
Mubarak Alhassan   
      (Director) 



 Meet Greta & Charlotte  
 

We are Greta Sinzinger and Charlotte Laufer, the volunteers at PANKO. 
 

Greta is 18 years old and lives in Munich, Germany. She loves playing sports, 
especially tennis, hiking, and skiing. 
 

Charlotte is 19 years old and lives in Minden, Germany. Her hobbies include 
sailing and rowing. 
 

Having recently graduated from high school, we are both taking a gap year 
to explore new opportunities, gain valuable experiences, and figure out 
what we want to study next year.  
 

At PANKO, our goals are to understand how such impactful project 
operates, broaden our horizons by working with children, and provide 
support and assistance to the kids in every way possible. 
 

We’re excited to be part of this journey and to contribute to PANKO’s 
mission! 

 

Welcome to Ghana 
 

 

On October 29th, we—Charlotte and Greta—arrived in Accra with 
Christiane and Peter. We were warmly welcomed by Mubarak, who 
would be accompanying us for the next few days. 
 

From the moment we arrived, we were captivated by the city’s 
vibrant atmosphere: the heavy traffic, busy crowds, and countless 
vendors skillfully carrying goods on their heads as they weaved 
through the streets—a stark contrast to life in Germany. However, 
the traffic jams in Accra were undeniably frustrating, often keeping 
us in the car for up to four hours a day.  
 

In the days that followed, Mubarak took us on a tour of the city’s most 
notable sights. We visited the Kwame Nkrumah Memorial Park, 
explored the historic Osu Castle, admired the Independence Arch, 
enjoyed a delicious lunch at “Buka” Restaurant, and spent time at the 
National Museum of Ghana. 
 

Accra left a lasting impression on us. It’s a city full of life and energy. 
But now, it’s time to move on to the next chapter of our journey—
Tamale. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Panko‘s Home: Tamale 
 

After a few eventful days in Accra, our journey took us to our main destination: 
Tamale, the capital of Ghana’s Northern region. We arrived on the evening of 
November 1st, after our flight had been delayed by five hours. 
 

The next day, Fuseini Hashim, the programs coordinator of PANKO, took us on a tour 
through Tamale. We started with a visit to the local market, where the lively 
atmosphere immediately impressed us. One of the places of interest was a trip to the 
city’s mosque, where we were treated to a stunning view over Tamale from its 
rooftop. 
 

We also received an introduction to the history and unique characteristics of the 
northern region, which helped us understand the area's cultural richness and 
significance.  



The Chief’s Palace  
 

One of our most memorable experiences was visiting the Chiefs' Palace in a 
cluster of Dagomba communities near PANKO. The Dagombas are the 
dominant tribe in the Northern Region of Ghana, and we were warmly 
welcomed by community members who introduced us to their traditional 
huts, which are central to their culture. Walking through the villages and 
observing daily life was truly cherished.  
 

During our visit, we had the privilege of meeting three Chiefs from the 
communities of Kulmang, Yilonaa Yili, and Bangi Yili. Each Chief had a unique 
leadership style, and these interactions gave us a deeper understanding of 
the customs and hierarchical structures within the Dagbon culture. 
 

Compared to Germany, we noticed a clear and structured hierarchy that 
influences how people interact with the Chiefs and within the tribes. It was 
interesting to see how this tradition of leadership remains an important part 
of life here. 

 

 
 

Time with the Children  
 

 The preschool at Panko was our best part. The children were highly 
motivated, and the system and organization were impressive. We 
particularly liked how the letters were divided into different books, which 
helped the children mentally connect with the material. These books are 
still being applied by the children in the afterschool program. They also 
used songs in a playful way to teach English, and we had so much fun 
jumping around with the kids in the room! Another daily icing on the cake 
was how the children would run towards us every day, eager to give us 
high fives. It was a simple but heartwarming moment we looked forward 
to each day.   
 

In the Afterschool program, we had the opportunity to join the art class, 
where we painted a picture with the children. The teacher guided the 
students step by step, explaining what to focus on as they created their 
artwork. We also found it particularly interesting to observe a lesson 
where the students were discussing solutions to water waste. It was  

inspiring to see how environmental protection was a key topic discussed in 
various classes, demonstrating how much importance is placed on raising 
awareness about these issues.  
 

Thursdays at PANKO were some of the most fun and energetic days for us. 
Every week, we looked forward to joining the children in sports and other 
activities. From playing football to dancing and trying out local games, it was 
always such a lively and exciting time.  
 

Last but not least, it was 
inspiring to see how the 
donated computers from 
HAVAS Media Network, 
along with the existing ones, 
are being put to great use. The kids are making amazing 
progress, learning Microsoft Office, and even starting with 
basic coding skills. Watching their excitement and dedication 
to learning was truly positive and an evidence to the 
incredible work being done here. 



Social Media Project 
 

We created an Instagram account to help increase PANKO's visibility. 
Instagram is one of the most popular platforms among young people 
in countries like Germany, making it an excellent way to reach a wider 
audience and attract new supporters and volunteers. 
 

The account showcases highlights with plenty of information about 
PANKO, including its mission, the dedicated team, the classes offered, 
and even contact details for those interested in supporting or 
volunteering. 
 

We also presented this project to the PANKO team. They were 
impressed with the initiative, and it became a great opportunity for 
everyone to learn and exchange ideas. It was rewarding to see how 
the team appreciated the effort and how the platform could make a 
difference for PANKO. Follow panko_youthcenter on Instagram for more updates.  

 

 

 

Painting Project 
 

We painted the outer walls and added colorful animal illustrations, including a 
dolphin, cheetah, starfish, flamingo, and giraffe, with guidance from Abdulai 
Alhassan who is a visual artist. These animals represent the names of the different 
classes at PANKO.  
 

The walls now look bright, cheerful, and welcoming, transforming the space into a 
child-friendly environment that inspires creativity and brings joy to the children. It’s 
a space where they can feel happy, comfortable, and motivated to learn. 

 

Christmas Cards Project 
 

 

We created Christmas cards together with all the children, making it a truly 
enjoyable activity. The preschoolers used their handprints to create colorful 
designs, while the older children wrote heartfelt thank-you messages and 
added their own decorations. It was amazing to see their creativity and 
excitement as they worked on the cards. The joy and enthusiasm on their faces 
made the activity even more special! 

 

 

 

                                                    Tamale's Craftsmanship and Traditions 
 

 As volunteers, we also had the opportunity to visit a public school 
and several rural communities, where we gained valuable 
understanding into the challenges and resilience of the people 
there.   
 

We also explored the region’s rich craftsmanship, including a 
traditional tannery—the only one in Tamale—a weaving workshop, 
and a metal smithy, each offering a glimpse into the region’s unique 
trades. 
 

A true highlight was meeting the renowned artist Ibrahim Mahama, 
whose impressive exhibition, Red Clay, gave us a deeper 
understanding of his work and artistic vision.  

To end the week on a high note, we were treated to an unforgettable performance of traditional dances in 
PANKO, where the local theater group also presented a small play, showcasing their incredible creativity and 
passion.  



Our Weekend at the Mole National Park 
 

During our visit to Mole National Park, which is larger 
than Accra in terms of land size, we had an amazing 
experience. Elephants hadn’t been spotted for three 
days, but during our stay, they finally appeared—a rare 
and special moment! Although we didn’t see any 
crocodiles, the bold antelopes came remarkably close to 
us. We also saw plenty of wild boars, monkeys, and 
baboons. The highpoint, however, was stepping out of 
the car and getting so close to the elephants, making the 
experience truly memorable. 
 

On our way back, we stopped at the Larabanga Mosque, 
the oldest mosque in Ghana. It was fascinating to see its 
unique design, with many small entrances designated for 
different people, and to learn  about the  history 

 

surrounding the Mystic Stone. As we drove through small villages, we were struck by the isolation of these 
communities and moved by the sight of women and children traveling long distances on foot or by bike. 

 

                                                                                  Yendi The Seat of Dagban Paramouncy 
 

 The next day, we traveled to Yendi, home to the paramount chief of 
Dagbon Kingdom, about two hours from Tamale, by local bus. The 
journey itself was an adventure, with the lively discussions in 
various local languages, the unique driving style, and beautiful 
landscapes with a sunset on our way back. 
 

In Yendi, we explored the rich history of the German colonial era. 
We met locals and descendants of eyewitnesses who shared 
fascinating stories from that time. One of the highlights was visiting 
the grave of a famous slave trader, which gave us deeper 
understanding into the area’s complex history. We also saw German 
graves of people who had worked there. Exploring the town with 
the local "yellow-yellow" transport was an exciting experience. We 
loved it!! 

Another unique moment was standing at a marked point on the Equator, where we found ourselves at exactly 
zero degrees latitude. Of course, we used our phone to check if we are really standing on 0 degree. 
 
 

The Kintampo Waterfalls 
 

Over the weekend, we visited the Kintampo Waterfalls, and it was a 
beautiful day. The journey there was an adventure in itself, as our driver 
made frequent stops to greet people, take breaks, or pick up passengers, 
making the drive longer than expected. 
 

Once we arrived, a guide took us through three stunning viewpoints of 
the waterfalls. At the first, we climbed behind the waterfall. The guide 
casually mentioned that the area is home to snakes, including black and 
green mambas, but reassured us that they were harmless. When we 
reached the third waterfall, we were amazed to spot two black mambas 
in a tree right above us. 
 

We also swam in the waterfall, which was fun, though Greta found the 
water too cold. On the way back, we stopped at a market to buy 10 
delicious mangoes, which we couldn't resist. It was a day full of adventure, nature, and surprises!! 



                                                       Our Impressions and Message of Appreciation 

 
 

 

During our five weeks at PANKO, we were deeply inspired by 
the children’s enthusiasm and curiosity for learning. Their 
energy and motivation were truly remarkable. A visit to a public 
school in the community stressed the challenges many children 
face, making us appreciate PANKO's impactful work even more. 
 

As our time came to an end, we were honored with a warm 
send-off party. Mubarak, the director, first and foremost He 
acknowledged Christiane Wimmer, founder and fundraiser, and 
Peter Homuth, a dedicated supporter, for their visit, as well as 
the generous support from HAVAS Media Network, which 
donated laptops through Chrissy Paalzow efforts. He expressed 
his gratitude for our contributions, from creating an Instagram 
account to painting colorful animal illustrations on the walls. He  

highlighted how our presence brought joy to the children, whether through the Christmas card project, 
preschool sessions, morning high-fives with the children, or Thursday sports sessions that added fun and energy 
to the center.  
 

To our surprise and delight, we were presented with thoughtful gifts as tokens of appreciation. This gesture 
deeply touched us and made us feel even more connected to PANKO’s community. Mubarak’s kind words urged 
us to remain ambassadors for PANKO. As we leave, we carry with us cherished memories, genuine gifts, and a 
deep respect for the incredible work being done here.  
 

Our time at PANKO has been unforgettable. The enthusiasm 
of the children, the dedication of the team, and the warmth 
of the community have inspired us deeply. On our last day, we 
were touched to see the parents of the children come to the 
center to show their appreciation. Their kind words and 
gestures reminded us of the impact this initiative has on 
families and the community. While we came here hoping to 
make an impact, we leave feeling enriched by the 
relationships we've built and the experiences we've shared. 
PANKO is truly a special place, and we are honored to be part 
of its story. Thank you for welcoming us so wholeheartedly.   
 
 

 

Thank you for being part of our journey at PANKO Youth Center. Together, we’re creating brighter futures 
for these incredible children and young people. Your support and engagement mean the world to us. As we 
move forward, we invite you to continue supporting our mission and celebrating these milestones with us. 
 

Let’s keep making a difference, one step at a time. From all of us at PANKO, thank you, and see you in the 
next chapter! 
 
 

 

 

 

Christiane Wimmer 
Tel: +49 1728238465 
wimmer.christiane@t-online.de 
Germany 

Gitta Zimmermann 
Tel: +49 15222625317 
dr.gitta.zimmermann@icloud.com 
Germany 

Jörg Hofmann 
Tel: +49 71127394-370 
Joerg.hofmann@kiniki.de 
Germany 

Mubarak Alhassan 
Tel: +233 243976453 
mubarakstateman@yahoo.com 
Ghana 

https://www.projectpanko.com 
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